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Crows and owls and 


other stories 

The original text of the Panchatantra in Sanskrit was probably 
written about 200 B.C. by a great Hindu scholar, Pandit Vishnu 
Sharma. But some of the tales themselves must be much older, 
their origin going back to the period of the Vedas and the 
Upanishads (1500 B.C. to 500 B.C.). In course of time, travellers 
took these stories with them to Persia and Arabia and finally, 
through Greece, they reached Europe. So far it has been translated 
into 50 or more languages of the world. 

The Panchatantra is essentially connected with one of the 
branches of science known to us as the 'Nitishastra' in Sanskrit, 
which means 'A book of wise conduct in life'. It attempts to teach 
us how to understand people, how to choose reliable and trust- 
worthy friends, how to meet difficulties and solve problems 
through tact and wisdom, and how to live in peace and harmony 
in the face of hypocrisy, deceit and the many pitfalls in life. 

The Panchatantra is woven round the frame of a tale of a king 
who entrusts his three dull sons to a learned man, a Brahmin, 
called Pandit Vishnu Sharma, to enlighten their minds within six 
months. The Brahmin promises to educate them and takes them 
to his 'ashram a' (hermitage). There he recites to them his specially 
composed tales divided into five tantras (in Sanskrit pancha' 
means five and 'tantra' means systems or parts) on how to deal 
with people in life. 

The Panchatantra is a rare book, for in no book can one find 
philosophy, psychology, politics, music, astronomy, human rela- 
tions, etc. all discussed together in such a simple yet elegant style. 
This is exactly what Pandit Vishnu Sharma had in mind-to give 
as much knowledge to the princes in as uncomplicated a manner 
as possible. And no doubt not only the princes but also millions 
of listeners and readers for the last 2,200 years have benefited 
from his most unique book. 
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A COLONY OF CROWS DWELT IN A GREAT 
BANYAN TREE IN A FOREST. THE NAME OF 
THEIR KING WAS CLOUDY. 


THE CROWS WERE CONSTANTLY HARASSED 
BY THEIR POWERFUL ENEMIES ,THE OWLS. 
THEIR KING, FOE-CRUSHER WOULD ATTACK 
ANY CROW HE CAME ACROSS. 


THE OWLS ARE 
BECOMING 
A MENACE. 


THEY ARE ARROGANT 
ANP POWERFUL ANP 
THEY ATTACK US AT NIGHT 
WHEN WE CANNOT SEE. 
WE CANNOT COUNTER- 
ATTACK PURING THE PAY 
BECAUSE WE PON’T KNOW 
WHERE THEY PWELL. 


CROWS ANP OWLS 


THEN ONE DAY, CLOUDY CALLED A 
MEETING OF HIS FIVE COUNSELLORS. 
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ONE SHOULP NEVER 
MAKE PEACE WITH 
WICKED CREATURES. 
LET US DECLARE WAR 
ON THE PASCALS • > 


LET US SUE FOR > 
PEACE. IT IS ALWAYS 
ADVISABLE TO MAKE 
PEACE WITH 
POWERFUL FOES. > 


^ A CROCODILE IF 
HE STAYS AT HOME 
CAN DEFEAT 
AN ELEPHANT. 


THE ENEMY IS > 

VICIOUS AND POWERFUL. 
I ADVISE NEITHER 
PEACE NOR WAR BUT 
A CHANCE OF 
RESIDENCE. LET^fl 
US GO AWAY M4Sj I 
FROM HERE-^J/l n 


GO AWAY 
WHERE Z 


IN MY HUMBLE OPINION > 
WE SHOULP FORM 
ALLIANCES WITH OTHER 
s. FRIENDLH BIRDS. ^ 
, — — . . 


HIS SWAMP, EVEN A DOS 
CAN MAKE HIM RUN 
. I SAY, LET US STAY 
\ HERE AND FORTIFY 
Ws. OUR POSITIONS! 


Y 1 DON’T A UJ 


A ASREE . J jj 

'■M 




PANCHATANTRA 



THEN CLOUDY TURNED TO A 
CROW NAMED LIVE-STRONG. 


VERY OLD 


I ADVISE 
PUPLlCITY, 
MY LORD. 



ATTACK ME 
AT ONCE 
WITH A GREAT 
SHOW OF ANGER. 



YES. WE MUST PUT 
UP THIS SHOW FOR 
THE BENEFIT OF OUR 
FRIEND OVER THERE. 


AN OWL! 


I WILL BEFRIEND 
THE OWLS ANP 
WIN THEIR TRUST. 
ANP THEN I’LL FIND 
A WAV TO BRING 
"\ ABOUT THEIR 
•v DOOM. 


AND WHAT 


...FLY TO '< 

ANTELOPE » WILL YOU DO? 
MOUNTAIN. / 


LET HIM THINK WE’VE 
FALLEN OUT. THROW 
ME OUT OF THE TREE. 
THEN, WITH ALL YOUR 
SUBJECTS.. 
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HOW PARE HE 
SPEAK LIKE THAT 
lTO OUR KINO l a 


NOW PO 
AS I SAY, YOU 
COWARP! 


SO YOU HAVE 
.TURNEP TRAITOR! 
WE PON’T WANT 
ANV TRAITORS 
HERE ! yfl 


I’LL .WRINS 
HIS NECK 
FOR HIM. 


( AH, THEY ARE 
FIOHTINS AMONSST 
^ THEMSELVES. 


w wp 
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WHOOOO ! 


WHOOO-IEEEE 


THE OWL LOST NO TIME IN REPORTING WHAT HE HAP HEARP ANP 
SEEN TO HIS MASTER, RING FOE- CRUSHER. 


THEY HAVE 
THROWN OUT 
ONE OF THEIR 
MINISTERS. 


THEN THIS IS A GOOP 
TIME TO ATTACK THEM. 
A PISORSANISEP ENEMY 
IS EASILY PEFEATEP. 


FOE -CRUSHER ANP HIS OWLS ATTACREP THE BANYAN 
TREE WITH BLOOPCURPLING WAR CRIES. 
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BUT THEY SOON REALISE. P THAT THERE WAS NOT A SINGLE CROW IN THE TREE. 


THE COWARPS 
HAVE FLEP ! 


OLP LIVE- STRONG WHO HAP BEEN WATCHING 
THE PROCEEP/NGS FROM THE GROLINP WAS 
PLEASEP WITH THE WAY THINGS WERE GOING. 


NEXT COMES THE 
MOST PAN6EROUS PART... 
BUT THERE’S NO TURNING 
BACK NOW. r' 


THE FIRST 
PART OF MY 
PLAN HAS 
SUCCEEPER 
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THE OWL SOON RETURNED WITH FOE-CRUSHER WHO WAS ASTONISHED TO SEE THE 


BATTERED CONDITION OF THE OLD CROW. 


\ THIS IS THE WAY 
) I HAVE BEEN 
' REWARPEP FOR 
GIVING GOOD APVICE 
. YOUR MAJESTY. 


HOW HAVE VOU COME 
TO SUCH A SORRY STATE, 
V MY PEAR SIR? ✓ 
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SLAV HIM WITHOUT 
FURTHER RELAY, 
MV LORP. 

, HE IS A CROW* / 


THE CROW SEEKS 
ASVLUM.WHAT IS YOUR 
V OPINION, REP- EYE 2 


BUT the_ other counsellors were more charitable. 


HE MAY PROVE USEFUL 
TO US IN OUR WAR WITH 
V THE CROWS. . 


GRANT HIM 
REFUSE, 

O KINS ! 


IT WOULP BE WRONG TO 
KILL ONE WHO SEEKS YOUR 
■ PROTECTION. ,y 


FOE- CRUSHER HAP FIVE ANCESTRAL COUNSELLORS .THEIR NAMES WERE REP-EVE 
FIERCE -EVE , HOOk-NOSE , FLAME -EYE ANP WALL-EAR. 





PO NOT LISTEN 
TO THEM, YOUR 
MAJESTY. SLAY HIM * 

. HE IS UP TO 

V no goopi / 


I HAVE ALREAPY MAPE 
UP MY MINP, REP— EYE .THE 
t CROW STAYS WITH US. WE 
v SHALL TAKE HIM TO OUR 
FORTRESS. 
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IF I STAY IN THEIR MIPST 
IT WILL BE PIFFICULT FOR 
ME TO GO ABOUT MY 
BUSINESS WITHOUT 
BEINS OBSERVE!?. 


UP LIVE-STRONG ANP CARRIEP HtM TO THEIR FORTRESS^ 


0 KINS, IT WOULP NOT \ 
BE PROPER FOR ME TO 
ENTER YOUR FORTRESS. 

1 AM, AFTER ALL,A CROW 
ANP UNWORTHY OF A 
THE HONOUR. 


THIS IS OUR N 

FORTRESS.SIR. 
HERE YOU A\AY STAY 
IN COMFORT 
ANP HONOUR. y 


HO, THERE* MAKE 
OUR GUEST 
COMFORTABLE. LOOK 
AFTER HIS 
k NEEPS. 
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ANP HERE ARE 
SOME MANGOES 


HAVE SOME 
RICE, 

YOUR HONOUR. 


Y WE ARE > 

1 FATTENING HIM 4 
WHILE HE IS PLANNING 
OUR PESTRUCTION- 
HE MUST BE 


LAUGHING AT US 


HOW THEY 
PAMPER HIM. 
IT MAKES 
ME SICK* 


LIVE-STRONG MAPE HIMSELF COMFORTABLE 
NEAR THE GATE ANP BEGAN TO ENJOY A LIFE 
OF EASE ANP COMFORT, UNPERTURBEP BY 
REP-EYE’S HOSTILITY, f W" f ^ ' ' ■ 


YOUR MAJESTY, 

THE CROW MUST GO * 
HE IS MAKING A 
FOOL OF YOU f 


REP- EYE! 
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THE ENP IS AT HANP. I ^ 
CANNOT SAVE THE KINO AS 
HE REFUSES TO BE 
OUIPEP BY ME. LET US, 

AT LEAST, SAVE OUR- A 
SELVES WHILE WE CAN-^ 


REP-EYE GATHEREP HIS FOLLOWERS ANP 
TOLP THEM TO PACK UP THEIR BELONGINGS. 


LIVE-STRONG WAS OVERJOYEP WHEN HE SAW 
REP- EYE LEAVING THE FORTRESS WITH HIS 
FOLLOWERS^ | 


THE PAVS OF THE OWLS 
ARE NUMBEREP. FROM 
TOMORROW I SHALL 
START BUILPING MY 
NEST OF PEATH. 


ONLY HE COULP 
HAVE FOILEP MV 
PLANS. THE REST 
OF THEM ARE 
NUMSKULLS. 


ANYONE WHO CONTINUES 
TO LIVE HERE POES SO AT 
HIS OWN PERIL. LET US GO 
FORTH ANP SEEK ANOTHER 
FORTRESS IN THE 

A*m IMTAINA 
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then one morning when the owls 

WERE ASLEEP, LIVE- STRONG QUIETLY 
LEFT THE FORTRESS. 


HE FLEW PIRECTLY TO A NEARBY 
MOUNTAIN WHERE CLOUPV ANP THE 
OTHER CROWS WERE WAITING FOR HIM . 
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Y BUT WE HAVE 
WORK TO PO NOW. 
LET EVERY CROW 
TAKE UP A BURNING 
k TWIG ANP COMB 
ifa . WITH US^ 



7 HE CROWS PIP AS THEY WERE TOLP. 


SOON, AN ARMY OF CROWS LEP BY THE 
TIRELESS UVE-STRONG WAS STREAKING 
THROUGH THE MORNING SKY, f 


THERE’S THE 
CAVE. PROP VOUR 
TWIGS ON THE 
NEST ANP SET 
IT ON FIRE. 
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ANP SOON 


THE OWLS, STILL HALF ASLEEP, TRIEP 
TO PUSH OUT OF THE CAVE BUT WERE 
BEATEN BACH By THE FLAMES. 


THE CROW HAS > 
PONE THIS • I SHOULP 
HAVE LISTENEP 
TO MV FAITHFUL , 
REP-EYE ! A, 


WE ARE 
POOMEPf 
POOMEP.' 


THE CAVE , CLOSEP AS IT WAS FROM ALL 
SIPES, BECAME A FIERY FURNACE. 


WHO TO EVAPE THE FLAMES WERE SUFFOCATED BY 

THE FUMES. ALL OF THEM , INCLUDING RING FOE- CRUSHER, PER/SHEP. 


ANP THUS PIP THE CROWS RIP THEMSELVES OF 
THEIR POWERFUL BUT PIM-WITTEP ENEMIES, THE OWLS. 


14 









A LONG UNSUCCESSFUL SEARCH, 
WAS EXHAUSTED AND THREW 

BEHIND A ROCK. 


I LL TAKE 


NAP 


TRY 
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A MAN WAS SEARCHING FOR GEMS 
ON THE TOP OF A CERTAIN MOUNTAIN. 


THE NOBLE ENEMY 



TOO MANY PACOITS 
AROUNP HERE... J 



GOOP GOP! 
THOSE YOUNG MEN 
HAVE FOUNP^ — s 
i SOME 
A. GEMS f / 
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THIS IS NOT FAIR 

AT Al 1 I AI-I/TI II n 


I KNOW WHAT* 

I’LL MAKE FRIENDS 
WITH THESE FELLOWS 
AND WHEN THEY ACE 

asleep, i’ll slit 

OPEN THEIR BELLIES 
AND TAKE THE 
GEMS. 





I AM ALONE 
AND I WAS LOOKING 
FOR COMPANY ON 
THIS DANGEROUS 
ROAD. V 


YOU ARE 
WELCOME TO 
TRAVEL WITH US, 
_ MV FRIEND. 
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BUT UNFORTUNATELY FOR HIM , THAT 
MOMENT l MAS NEVER TO COME. FOR 
AS THEY PASSER A VILLAGE THAT LAV 
ALONG THEIR ROUTE... 


... A BIRR IN A ROBBER CHIEF'S HUT 
BEGAN TO SING. 


THEY HAVE 
GEMS WITH 
THEM. ..THEY 
HAVE GEMS. 
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WE CAN’T 
FIND ANYTHING 
ON THEM, 
CHIEF. 



OH .WELL J 
THE BIRD 
MUST HAVE BEEN 
- MISTAKEN. . 
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S 


r f 



GO AFTER 
THEM ! BRING 
THEM BACK! 


T HE FOUR MEN WERE BROUGHT BACK 
A NP SEARCHED AGAIN. 




HOW CAN 
THAT BE? 
MY BIRP 
INSISTS.. 


NO! NOTHING 
ON THEM . > 










20 





PANCHATANTRA 



THERE WASN’T 
A SINGLE GEM 
IN HIS STOMACH. 


WHAT! 


THERE HAS BEEN 
A TERRIBLE MISTAKE, 
MY FRIENPS. I AM SORRY 
THAT YOUR COMRAPE 
IS PEAP 


THE FRIENPS TOO, UNAWARE 
THAT THEY HAP BEEN SAYEP BY 
A CLEVER RUSE, THOUGHT THEY 
HAP JUST BEEN YERY LUCKY, 
ANP LOST NO TIME IN GETTING 
OUT OF THE VILLAGE. 


THE MAN WAS TAKEN AWAY. LATER - 
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THE BIR V ANP THE MONKEYS 


ONE CHILLY WINTER EVENING 


8RRR— RRR, 

IT’S COLP. 


LOOK, 
BROTH El?! 
A SPARK 
OF FIRE. 


PUT IT UNDER 
this PILE 
OF LEAVES. 


WE WILL SOON V WU ARE 
HAVE A BIO \ MARINS A 
BLAZINO FIRE TO J MISTAKE, 
KEEP OURSELVES/ GOOP SIRS. 
WARM. A. 


IT WAS A 
GlOW- WORM 
GOING PAST. 


THAT’S A 
FIREFLY YOU’VE 
, CAUSHT... 


LET’S BLOW ON ^ 
THE LEAVES.THEY’LL 
CATCH FIRE FASTER 
S>THAT WAY. A 
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LISTEN TO 
ME, SIRS... 


r ...YOU ARE 
WASTING 
YOUR TIME 
ANP ENERGY. 


YOU CAN’T 
SET ANYTHING 
ALIGHT WITH 
A FIREFLY. 


WHY 

PON’T YOU 


PON’T TRY 
TO TEACH US 
HOW TO LIGHT 
A FIRE * 


r •••STOP 
PESTERING US 
YOU STUPIP 
v CREATURE? 
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THE CAMEL WHO WAS 
BB3UILEP BY HIS 
COMPANIONS 


A MERCHANT NAS LEAPING A CARAS/AN 
OF HEAVILV-LAPEN CAMELS THROUGH A -JUNGLE 



...WHEN ONE OF THEM , OVERCOME 
BY FATIGUE , COLLAPSEP. 


LET US SHIFT 
HIS LOAP ONTO 
THE OTHERS ANP 
BE OFF. WE 
MUST NOT LET 
THIS LAZY 
CREATURE 
PELAY US 



FORTUNATELY, 
THERE’S PLENTY 
OF GRASS HERE. 
AT LEAST 


LATER, WHEN TH E CAMEL 
RECCNEREP HIS 
S TRENGTH— 

THEY HAVE GONE ! 

AN P I AAA ALONE IN 
THIS STRANGE 
JUNGLE. 
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SO THE CAMEL JOINEP 
THE LION’S ENTOURAGE 
ANP WAS HAPPY TO HAVE 
FOUNP SUCH A STRONG 





BUT ONE PAY THE LION WAS WOUNPEP 
IN A COMBAT WITH AN ELEPHANT. HE HAP 
TO RETIRE TO HIS CAVE ANP THERE HE 
REMA/NEP FOR SEVERAL PAYS ... 


...MUCH TO THE PISMAV OF THE CROW, 
THE JACKAL ANP THE LEOPARP WHO 
PEPENPEP ON HIM FOR FOOP. 


(NO MEAT 
TO PAY 


WE’LL STARVE 
TO PEATH 
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THEY LOOK 


' 50 SAP. THEY MUST f 
BE WORRYING ABOUT MV 
. HEALTH. I WISH 
T I COULP FEEP THEM 
^ves^AS ALWAY5. ^ 


/ I AM SORRY 

I CANNOT PROVIPE 
YOU WITH FOOP 
N0W,MY FRIENPS. I AM 
L TOO WEAK TO HUNT. 




THE LION WAS PLEASED 
WITH THE JACKAL'S REPLY. 


/ YOU HAVE SHOWN 
( YOURSELVES TO BE 
LOVAL SERVANTS. GO 
ANP ROUNP UP AN 
i ANIMAL ANP PRIVE 
i IT THIS WAY SO 
^ THAT I MAY KILL 
^»*IT FOR FOOr. 



THE JACKAL ANP HIS FRIENDS SCOURED 
THE JUNGLE BUT COULD NOT FIND ANY 
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WELL, THERE’S THE 
CAMEL.HIS FLESH 
COULD SUSTAIN US 
ALL FOR SEVERAL 


FORGET IT. THE KING 
WILL NEVER HURT ANY 
ANIMAL THAT IS UNPER 
HIS PROTECTION. 



I'LL HAVE 
A WORP WITH 
HIM IN ANY 
CASE. A 




get out of my 
sioht.you 
y WRETCH.' 


~ I WAS ONLY T 
THINKING OF YOUR 
WELFARE .OUR OWN 
LIVES ARE 
WORTHLESS WHEN 
k YOURS IS AT A 
STARE, y.:. 


ARE YOU SUGGESTING 
THAT I HURT AN ANIMAL 
, THAT IS UNPER MV 
V PROTECTION 2 


PLEASE PON’T 
MISUNPERSTAND 
V ME, O RING- 
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I KNOW IT WOULP 
BE WRONG FOR YOU 
TO HURT THE CAMEL 
IN ORPINARy 
\ CIRCUMSTANCES. . 


BUT WHAT IF HE 
HIMSELF PEVOTEPLY 
OFFEREP HIS FLESH 
YOUZTHEN NO ONE 
COULP BLAME YOU 
.FOR SLAYING HIM. 


I SUPPOSE 
YOU ARE 
„ RIGHT. 




THE W/LY JACKAL RAN BACK TO HIS 
FRIENPS WHO HAP NOW BEEN JOINEP 
BY THE CAMEL . 


FRIENPS,OUR KING IS PYING 
OF STARVATION. LET US GO 
v ANP BEG HIM TO EAT ONE . 
OF US- 




r WHAT IS IT, ^ 
MY FRIENPS Z 
HAVE YOU CAUGHT 
k ANY CREATURE^ 
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NO,NO,YOU’RE TOO 5MALL. 
THE MASTER’S HUNGER WOULP 
HARPLV BE APPEASEP BY 
EATING YOU. 


ALL OF THEM HAVE 
OFFEREP TO LAY POWN 
THEIR LIVES FOR THE RING, 
BUT HE HAS NOT HURT 
_ ANY OF THEM. 
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SO THE POOR CAMEL STEPPED 
FOPWARP. 


NOW LET ME TOO 
MAKE A NOBLE 
GESTURE .THEY’LL 
PROTECT ME TOO! 


STAND ASIDE, FRIEND 
LEOPARD. HOW CAN THE 
MASTER EAT YOU 2 YOU 
AND HE BELONG TO THE 
V SAME FAMILY— WELL > 
V ALMOST. 


BEFORE THE CAMEL 
COULP GET OVER HIS 
SH OCR, THE THREE 
ANIMALS RUSHEP AT 
HIM... 1 


AN OMINOUS SILENCE 
GREETEP THE CAMEL’S 
OFFER. THEN- 


EAT ME, 
MASTER 


I ACCEPT YOUR 
OFFER.O NOBLE 
CAMEL . ^ 


WHA...?! 


ANP RILLEP HIM. THUS PIP THREE ROGUES TARE APVANTAGE OF THE TRUST 


REPO SEP IN THEM BV_ A COMRAPE \ 


MORAL: WATCH TOUR STEP WITH FALSE FR/ENPS. 
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